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Our Mission

program has grown in significance over the years, 
starting at less than $5,000 annually, and this 
amount has grown to nearly $50,000 year-to-date in 
2020. Working to secure these additional monies 
for FSFB will support renters in need during this 
pandemic which in turn will help our members.

Quarterly Newsletter: Susan Peck and Patty 
Braun of AAO, along with Kellie Jones from BRG, 
are working on creating a dedicated quarterly 
Outreach newsletter. I thank them for tackling this 
project to help us improve our membership 
communication. In addition, if any of your 
companies have a story to share about your 
philanthropy in support of the greater community, 
then please share by sending to Susan Peck at 
susan@gcnkaa.org. We would like to highlight your 
efforts!

Finally, I would like to thank the entire GCNKAA 
membership for your continued support of Outreach 
during this unprecedented period. Please stay safe 
and healthy!

We have some very good news to share. Although 
these are challenging times, AAO has made Rent 
Assistance contributions, to our five service 
partners, totaling $76,000, through June 2020.  It’s 
important to donate to Outreach because when 
your residents call our partners for rent assistance, 
your company receives the funds and benefits. We 
are grateful for an extremely generous anonymous 
donation of $20,000 in early April, from a local 
foundation, which was earmarked for rent 
assistance. In addition, AAO has made food pantry 
donations, totaling $22,000, to twenty food pantries 
in the Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky 
areas. 

If you would like to donate to the Apartment 
Association Outreach, please visit our website at 
www.gcnkoutreach.org. The Donate Now tab is at 
the top of the page.  Our goal is to have a record 
year in terms of helping others!

By Jeff March, BRG Apartments, Outreach President

These are the most unusual times for all of us, and 
it is my sincere hope that you, your families, and 
your fellow team members are all staying healthy 
and safe during this pandemic. It is during a crisis 
like this that the important work of Apartment 
Association Outreach, Inc. (AAO) is vital to provide 
assistance and hope to others in need. 2020 will be 
unlike any other year as our volunteerism and 
fundraising have been adversely impacted, but I 
know that our membership will rise to the occasion 
and have a record year for Outreach in terms of 
helping others … that is the essence of our mission. 
Below is an update on our efforts.

Backpacks and School Supplies: AAO will spend 
$15,000 on backpacks and school supplies to 
assist deserving children. Unfortunately, due to 
COVID-19, the Back to School Fair has been 
cancelled, but Outreach is working with Santa 
Maria (one of our core partners) to coordinate 
deliveries to three schools in Price Hill. In addition, 
we will provide much needed school supplies to 
Latonia Church, Roll Hill and HOPE Ministries.

Night Out for Outreach Event Status: As reported 
last month, due to coronavirus, the AAO Board 
along with Bob Wahlke and Janet Chiarella from 
Towne Properties (2020 Co-Chairs) decided to 
cancel this important event, and it will be 
re-scheduled for 2021. Bob Wahlke has agreed to 
Chair a special Fundraising Committee in place of 
the Night Out event with the goal to raise significant 
funds to support AAO’s efforts. I would like to thank 
Bob for taking on this responsibility and there is no 
one better suited than Bob to lead this important 
work. We will have more information forthcoming 
soon, and I am confident that GCNKAA’s 
membership will step up in a major way to help 
Outreach during this time of uncertainty and 
demonstrated need.

Assistance to the Freestore Foodbank (FSFB): 
Outreach is actively working to help the FSFB get 
additional funding for Rent Assistance from 
Hamilton County as the county received a 
significant grant via the Cares Act. As a valued 
partner since 2002, the FSFB rental assistance 
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Letter From Our President

Outreach Donations
Continue Thru The Pandemic

www.gcnkoutreach.org

Patty Braun
Outreach Administrator

patty@gcnkaa.org

Susan Peck
Outreach Assistant
susan@gcnkaa.org

7265 Kenwood Road; Ste. 100
Cincinnati, OH 45236

{P} 513.407.8612
www.gcnkoutreach.org

Contact Us

“To provide basic needs and emergency 
assistance to families and individuals 
in crisis.”
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AAO Board Tours CAIN 
Before the pandemic, on March 2, 2020, several of our Outreach Board 
members, including: Jeff March, Janet Chiarella, and Emily Howard, as 
well as, Kellie Jones and Susan Peck joined Melissa Meyer, Executive 
Director, and Cathy Graham, of CAIN, for an enlightening discussion 
and tour. CAIN is a non-profit and one of our Social Service partners, 
located in the heart of Cincinnati’s Northside area. Melissa is their only 
full-time employee and receives assistance from five part-time 
employees. One hundred volunteers provide tremendous support for 
Melissa and her staff. Our tour began in the Rainbow Choice Pantry, 
and included a designated area for the expansion of their refrigeration. 
They always have a need for milk and eggs. Crisis Assistance 
counselors are available to help guests with rent assistance and utility 
bill payments. Also, we toured Phil’s Place, a year-round free 
community dinner that offers a sense of belonging and builds 
community. Besides Rainbow Choice Pantry and Phil’s Place, CAIN 
also offers temporary housing to families experiencing homelessness 
at Grace’s Place – located in College Hill. Special thanks to Melissa 
and Cathy at CAIN.  We really enjoyed our tour and learned a lot.

Thank You
Special thanks to Ryan Luckie of the Freestore Foodbank and all that 
he has done to assist and to support our members’ residents with rent 
assistance during these unprecedented times. 

Thanks to BRG Apartments for their very generous $10,000 donation to 
Outreach for the Freestore Foodbank Rent Assistance program.

Thanks to Miller Valentine Group for their $5,000 direct donation to 
Freestore Foodbank. 

A Word From Bob Wahlke
Unfortunately, we elected to postpone the 2020 Night Out for Outreach 
scheduled for September 25, 2020 to the Fall of 2021.

Night Out has annually been our preeminent fund-raising event.  As this 
year’s chairman, I am asking for your continued financial commitment 
to reach our 2020 goal of $150,000 despite the Covid-19 roadblock.  
Our five programs and social service agencies need our support now 
more than ever.
     
You will soon receive a letter from Jeff March, me and our Outreach 
Committee “begging” for your support.   We truly appreciate your 
consideration.  

Outreach Partners With Gateway 
Community College To Help 
Students
 
We are pleased to announce our partnership with Gateway Community 
College to assist with their Food Pantry program and to contribute to 
their Student Emergency Fund.  Our goal is to help as many students 
as possible.

Julie Althaver, Director of Development, reported that “as the 
COVID-19 lockdown continues, and our students remain in isolation, 
Gateway appreciates and values the support it has received from the 
Apartment Association Outreach.”

The following is one of their student success stories. As a single mom 
of three children and a full-time student, I have been so grateful for the 
support services I've received at Gateway," said Chandra. "There were 
times when I was left with no other options than to turn to Gateway's 
food pantry so I could put food on the table for my children or the 
Student Emergency Fund to help pay my electric bill. Without this help, 
I'm not sure if I could have remained in school."
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Here's how to shop AmazonSmile:
1. Visit smile.amazon.com

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Search for the charity of your choice to receive donations

4. Select your charity and start shopping!
5. Bookmark smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return to 

www.gcnkoutreach.org

www.gcnkoutreach.org





How to sign up:
Vist www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
Locate your state and click "Enroll Now"
Sign in to your online account or create an account
Search for "The Apartment Association Outreach" and click save!
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The Apartment Association Outreach, Inc., also referred to as 
“OUTREACH,” is a major charitable organization. Each year, we hold 3 
fundraisers to support 5 programs. Our social service partners and we 
provide assistance to disadvantaged families and individuals in our 
community. The Board of Directors wishes to extend our appreciation to 
our many volunteers and for donations from businesses and 
individuals. Their support provides a significant impact on our 
neighbors in their greatest time of need. 

The Apartment Association Outreach is a 501(c)3, non-profit charitable 
organization. Our OUTREACH was originally founded in 1991 to 
provide clothing and household items to families in need. Since 2000, 
we focus on 5 major programs to provide basic needs and emergency 
assistance to families and individuals in crisis. Our partners include: 
Freestore Foodbank, Welcome House of Northern Kentucky, CAIN 
(Churches Active in Northside), Jewish Family Service and Santa Maria 
Community Services; and, they identify the needs in their communities.

Jeff March, President; Mark Franks, Vice President; Janie Evans, 
Treasurer; Emily Howard, Secretary; Jim Mischell, Brian Hendy, Jamie 
Thiel, Tonya Beckner, Sean Blythe, Janet Chiarella, Jordann Morgan 
and Megan Lawhon. Patty Braun, Outreach Administrator; Susan Peck, 
Outreach Assistant. 

RENT ASSISTANCE 
Rent assistance payments are for people who cannot pay their rent, due to 
a personal emergency or conflict beyond their control. 

FOOD DONATIONS
Non-perishable food items are purchased and donated, by OUTREACH, to 
20 food pantries throughout the year. Our program includes direct 
funds and direct food distribution to each pantry.

EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships are awarded to apartment industry candidates for 
educational designations in multifamily housing. Post-secondary 
scholarships are awarded to college students.

BACKPACKS & SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Each year our back to school program donates backpacks and 
school supplies for over 1,500 children. This very successful program is in 
partnership with Santa Maria Community Services.

SENIOR EVENTS
OUTREACH provides lunch, drinks, desserts, music and games for 
many seniors.

5k 4 Rent
Our 5k 4 Rent is at the TM Berry Friendship Park,
in Downtown Cincinnati. We raise funds for our
Rental Assistance Program. This event includes a
timed 5K run, a walk, and brunch.

The Night Out For Outreach
The Night Out for Outreach is a dinner event that 
raises funds for our 5 programs. This event includes:
great music, fabulous food, good friends, industry
leaders, and fundraising for our programs.

Holiday Cheers
This event, sponsored by the GCNKAA Associate
Council, is held at the Kenwood Country Club. This
fun evening includes: a rapid raffle, silent auction,
raffle auction, live auction and more.

Our Story

Where The Money Goes

Our Programs

Fundraising
 

Rental Assistance (53%) $56,000

Food Donations (19%) $20,000

School Supplies (14%) $15,000

Scholarships (10%) $10,292

Emergency Fund (2.5%) $2,730

Senior Events (1.5%) $1,637

Board of Directors

 HOLIDAY

CHEERS
for Outreach

You Can Help Outreach Every
Time You Shop at Kroger!

How to sign up:
- Visit www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com

- Sign in to your online account or create an account
- Search for "The Apartment Association Outreach"

  and click save!

Remember to re-enroll every August!

www.gcnkoutreach.org

www.gcnkoutreach.org


